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Present: Chairperson Borgon; Vice-Chairperson Goodrich; Members: Bayless, Bresnahan, 

Hausman, Ross, and Ruprich 

   

Absent:  None 

 

Also Present:  Village Clerk/Assistant Manager, Rutkowski 

  Public Services Director, Johnston  

  Council Liaison, Hrydziuszko 

 

Borgon called the meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Village 

Council Chambers located at 18500 W. 13 Mile Road, Beverly Hills, MI 48025. 

 

APPROVE AGENDA 

Motion by Goodrich, second by Ross to amend the agenda to add item 5a. Discuss Holiday 

Lights at Beverly Park Pavilion.  

 

Motion passed.  

 

Motion by Bresnahan, second by Bayless, to approve the agenda as amended.   

 

Motion passed.  

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF A PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING HELD 

OCTOBER 20, 2022 

Motion by Goodrich, second by Bayless, to approve the October 20, 2022 Parks & 

Recreation Board meeting minutes as submitted. 

 

Motion passed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  

None. 

 

RECAP HALLOWEEN HOOT 

The Board recapped the 2022 Halloween Hoot and agreed it was a great event.  

 

Hausman stated that it was the best weather we have ever had for the Halloween Hoot. She noted 

there was a great turnout. There were 25 treat stations and she said that people stepped their game 

up with decorations this year. She said they probably do not need anyone standing at the Huntley 

entrance next year. She suggested having someone on site with the electricians to discuss 

placement of the electrical boxes next year. She also suggested that businesses should be required 

to pay to have a treat station going forward, which would offset some of the costs for the event.  

 

Rutkowski noted that the Village received $6,669.10 in sponsorships and donations. This year’s 

event cost $6,159.03.  
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The Board talked about the electrical boxes. They agreed that they should be more visible next 

year and to put reflectors or cones near the drops.  

 

The Board agreed that the lights set up in the back of the trail worked out great and there should 

be more next time.  

 

The Board talked about setting a time for the gate to close to vehicle traffic. They also agreed that 

there should be no parking allowed in the wooded area.  

 

The Board discussed having a Lost and Found table set up by the Public Safety Department station 

going forward.  

 

The Board members thanked Hausman for all of her work organizing the event.  

 

REVIEW AND CONSIDER ROOF REPLACEMENT AT BEVERLY PARK PAVILION 

Johnston gave an overview. The roofs of the pavilion and restrooms at Beverly Park are in need 

of replacement. The shingles are starting to fail, and the deck and trim boards are beginning to rot 

due to leaks. Administration received three quotes from roofing contractors, Tresnak Roofing, 

BCM Roofing, and Oakes Roofing. All have provided similar products and warranties, with a 

range of material options. BCM Roofing has proposed to remove and replace all shingles, and any 

damaged decking, trim, or ventilation. They provided the lowest bid at $20,000 and provide a 10-

year labor warranty. The recommended proposal was provided to the Board for review. 

 

The Board also discussed a metal roof option. They talked about longevity and budget restraints. 

Johnston noted that while a metal roof would last longer, it could be 3 to 4 times as expensive. 

 

The Board concluded that it would be in the best interest to do its due diligence and obtain quotes 

for metal roofs as well. They agreed to discuss this item further at their next scheduled meeting.  
 

DISCUSS HOLIDAY LIGHTS AT BEVERLY PARK 

The Board discussed putting up holiday lights and decorations at Beverly Park. 

 

Goodrich obtained quotes from companies that use their own commercial grade lights and maintain 

them while they are on display. He said that it was tough to ask volunteers to give up about four 

hours of their day to hang the lights and suggested that the Village pay for hanging lights this year.  

 

The Board agreed it was difficult to find volunteers to help hang the lights.  

 

The Board discussed having Comeau hang the existing lights instead of hiring another company. 

They agreed the lights should be on display from December 1st to March 1st.   

 

Hrydziuszko offered to find volunteers to help her hang the lights at the pavilion. If it cannot be 

completed soon, then the Board would like to move forward with Comeau.  

 

The Board agreed to hang bows along the Beverly Park fence again this year.  
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REVIEW AND CONSIDER RECOMMENDATION TO APPLY FOR MICHIGAN 

SPARK GRANT 

The Parks & Recreation Board has been discussing applying for grants to cover the cost of the new 

Beverly Park playground. Funding opportunities are available through the Michigan Department 

of Natural Resources Spark Grant Program. The application requires a resolution of authorization 

from a municipality’s highest governing body. While a match is not required, it is recommended. 

There is currently $150,000 budgeted for the playground in the current fiscal year. Administration 

recommended a $100,000 match for this grant application.   

 

A sample resolution was provided below for the Board’s consideration. Pages from the application 

were provided for review as well. 

 

The Board discussed increasing the ask amount to $500,000 with a $125,000 match.   

 

Motion by Bayless, second by Goodrich, the Beverly Hills Parks & Recreation Board 

recommends the Village Council approve the following resolution at their next regular 

meeting authorizing the Michigan Spark Grant Application for the Beverly Park 

Playground. Funds are available in 208-900-986.00 (Capital – Park Equipment).  

 

“RESOLUTION OF AUTHORIZATION 

MICHIGAN SPARK GRANT WITH LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT MATCH 
 

WHEREAS, the Beverly Hills Village Council supports the submission of an application 

titled, “Beverly Park Playground” to the Spark grant program for the purchase and 

installation of a new playground at Beverly Park located at 18801 Beverly Road, Beverly 

Hills, MI 48025; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed project, if completed, will be a benefit to the community; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Beverly Hills is hereby making a financial commitment to the 

project in the amount of $100,000 matching funds, in cash and/or force account; and,  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Beverly Hills Village Council hereby 

authorizes submission of a Spark Application for $500,000, and further resolves to make 

available its financial obligation amount of $125,000 (20%) of a total $625,000 project 

cost, during the 2022-2023 fiscal year.” 

 

Motion passed.  

 

The Board discussed recommending a blanket resolution of support to Council for other grants 

that may become available. Due to the timing of Board and Council meetings and grant application 

deadlines, they wanted to be sure that they had general Council support. They noted grant funding 

for an updated playground at Beverly Park will benefit the community.  
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Motion by Hausman, second by Ruprich, the Beverly Hills Parks & Recreation Board 

recommends the Village Council pass a general resolution of support for the submission of 

Beverly Park Playground grant applications. 

 

Motion passed.  

 

DISCUSS VOLUNTEERISM 

Bayless provided an overview and discussed the need for more volunteers for park events and 

projects. He stated that the Board members could be the leaders of the volunteer groups. He noted 

that the recent survey results indicated that people would like to volunteer. He talked about 

establishing Friends of the Parks, or a similar outside group, for fundraising.  

 

The Board discussed how to organize and reward volunteers.  

 

Hausman expressed skepticism because she did not get a good response from potential volunteers 

from the survey list for the Halloween Hoot.  

 

Goodrich suggested sending out a list of all events and dates at the beginning of the year so people 

can sign up to volunteer.  

 

The Board discussed fun ways to promote volunteerism through social media. They also discussed 

having a volunteer open house or appreciation event.  

 

Board members expressed the need for more help and that they do not want to get burned out.  

 

The Board talked about name tags or lanyards that they could wear at Parks events.  

 

UPDATE FROM PLAYGROUND SUBCOMMITTEE 

Hausman provided an overview. The Playground Subcommittee initially reached out to three 

companies about updating the playground and surface at Beverly Park. They are currently in 

discussion with Burke and Landscape Structures. They provided copies of concept designs to the 

Board, noting that colors and specific features could be modified. Hausman noted that the 

subcommittee went on field trips to different playgrounds throughout the region to compare. She 

discussed different surface options and noted that replacing the surface will be expensive. She said 

the subcommittee was leaning toward turf, but it should not be placed near sandboxes, swings, or 

spinning merry-go-rounds. She stated that Landscape Structures has installed a lot of inclusive 

playgrounds and has experience with municipalities. She opined that Landscape Structures 

provided better quality and would likely last longer than the others. She said this company is big 

on promoting play value. 

 

Borgon and Ruprich agreed that they liked Landscape Structures’ design better.  

 

Bayless clarified that the tree with benches near the middle of the playground would remain.  

 

The Board discussed adding free standing shade structures since many residents requested more 

shade.  
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The Board discussed timing and budget. The installation could start about 6 months after the order 

is placed. They talked about loans, grants, and potential sponsorships.  

 

Johnston noted that the Village is now a Sourcewell purchasing member, so this item would not 

need to go through a request for proposals process.  

 

The Board members talked about adding a drinking fountain or water bottle refill station closer to 

the playground.  

 

The Board agreed to provide more feedback to the subcommittee regarding adding or removing 

features, placement, surface materials, variation, and colors. The goal is to have a more detailed 

presentation ready for the joint meeting in January.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

David Tobaben, Orchard Way, stated that there are a lot of dedicated people sitting in the room. 

He said that getting volunteers is a rough and rocky road and that better communication is needed. 

 

ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS  

Rutkowski reminded the Board that the public hearing for the 5-Year Community Recreation Plan 

will be held at the December 6, 2022 Village Council meeting. She stated that there is not a regular 

Parks & Recreation Board meeting scheduled for December. The next regular meeting will be the 

joint meeting on January 19, 2023. She notified the Board that she will be attending the Michigan 

Natural Resources Trust Fund Board meeting on December 14th in Lansing where grant award 

recommendations will be announced. She said wifi for Beverly Park is in the works and the 

installation would take place 30-45 days from now.   

 

LIAISON COMMENTS 

Hrydziuszko said that this year’s Halloween Hoot was awesome. She thanked the Board and 

recognized that it takes a lot of work to put on this event.  

 

BOARD COMMENTS 

Ruprich asked that an item be placed on the next meeting agenda for approval of a concrete 

cornhole set for Beverly Park.  

 

Hausman commented on sponsorships for park events. She thinks that Memorial Day and the 

Halloween Hoot sponsorships should remain separate. She suggested perhaps implementing a 

tiered sponsorship format.  

 

Bayless stated that the Goddard School was a big sponsor this year. He acknowledged Ross for 

doing an amazing job on the 5 Year Plan. He said it was a pleasure working with Ross and 

Bresnahan on the subcommittee. He reminded the Board members not to get lost in the minutia of 

the playground planning. He thanked Borgon, Bresnahan, and Rutkowski who will be attending 

the meeting with the Beverly Hills Little League representatives on November 21st.  
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Goodrich thanked Hrydziuszko for offering to put up the holiday lights. He said the parking lot 

stripes at Beverly Park look nice.  

 

Borgon congratulated the incumbents and newly elected officials to Village Council. She 

welcomed Johnston and thanked him for attending the meeting.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 p.m.  


